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King George The Fifth Seamen·s In titute 
St. John's Newfounoland 
Patron: His ajesty the King 
Bedrooms can be liooked at 
~rices. 
Read ·ng Rooms and Writing 
Tables pro~ided; Btlliards, Pool, 
Bowling Alley and Svrimming 
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separate en-
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CONSTABULARY NOTICE 
INFLAIVIIVIABLE OILS 
IT IS AN OFFENCE punishable by a fine not exceeding $200 for 
any person to have in his possession or under his control · or keep in 
a.11y buil(ling in this Colony, except in a building whose site H,nfl con-
struction &re approved of by the Governor in Council, more tha11 
FIVE barrels or tierces, or an equivalent quantity of gasoli.ne, par-
affin, naptha or other inflammable oils. 
Within the limits of the town of St. John's, Harbor Grace, Car-
bonear and Brigus, the limit is two barrels or tierces or their equiva-
lent, except in any building situate between southside of Water St., 
St. John's, Harbor Grace or Carbonear, or on board vessels in these 
harbors where the limit is FIVE barrels or tierces or their equiva-
lent. (See Inflammable Oil Act of 18 9 7.) · 
PROV.IDED, HOWEVER, that it shall be lawful for any person 
to have in his possession a quantity of gasoline not exce( ding fifty 
gallons, provided that such gasoline is kept in a secure iron can and 
stored in the open air, and that the can and the place of storage is 
approved by the Inspector General of Constabulary. Punishment on 
Conviction: A fine of fifty dollars, or in default of payment, imprison-
ment not exceeding three months. (See Inflammable Oil Act, 1911:) 
JOHN SULLIVAN, 
It1spector General of Cot1stabt1lary'r. 
Custom's Circular, No. 15 
When Tourists, Anglers and Sportsmen arriving in this Colony 
bring with them Cameras, Bicycles, Anglers' Outfits, Trouting Gear, 
Fire Arms a11d Ammunition, Tents, Canoes and Implements, they 
shall be admitted under the following conditions:- . 
A deposit equal to the duty shall l1e taken on such ~rticles as 
Cameras, Bicycles, Trouting Poles, Fire Arms, Tents, Canoes, and 
tent equipage. A receipt (No. 1) according to the form attached 
shall be given for the deposit and the particulars of the articles shall 
be noted in the receipt as well as in the marginal cheques. Receipt 
No. 2 if taken at an outport office shall be mailed at once directed to 
the Assistant Collector, St. John's; if taken in St. John's the Receipt 
No. 2 shall be sent to the Landing Survey. 
Upon the departure from the Colony of the Tourist, Angler or 
Sportsman, l1e may obtain a refund of the deposit by presenting the 
articles at the Port of Exit and having them compared with the re-
ceipt. The Examining Officer shall initial on the receipt the result of 
his examination, and upon its correctness being ascertained the re-
fund may be made. 
No groceries, canned goods, wines, spirits or provisions of any 
kind will be admitted free and no deposit for a refund may be taken 
upon such articles 
H. VV. LeMessurler, 
Deputy Minister of Custon1s 
Custom House, St, John's, N:fld., November, 1915 .. 
-
• 
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PUBLIC NOTICE! 
The attention of the public is called to the following provisions 
of the Discovery of Minerals Act, viz:-
1. It shall be lawful for any person who shall make any dis-
covery of minerals in this Colony, at the time of making application 
for a license for the same or without making any such application, to 
file in the office of the Minister of Agriculture and Mines a claim in 
writing, verified by affidavit, setting forth that he ls the first and 
original discoverer of such mineral, what said mineral is, and as ac-
curately as possible the situation of the deposit. The Minister. of 
Agriculture and Mines, immediately upon the filing of such claim, 
shall give public notice in the Royal Gazette and one other newspaper, 
setting forth briefly the facts contained in said claim and the name 
of the claimant, and calling upon all persons who may dispute such 
claimant's right as first or original discoverer to give notice to -his 
Department of any objection thereto within sixty days thereafter. If 
at the expiration of the said period of sixty days, no such objections 
are received at the Department, the claimant shall be deemed to be 
the true first and qriginal discoverer, and his name and the discovery 
shall Jbe registered in a book to be kept in the said Department, called 
the ''Register of Mineral Discoveries.'' 
Forms of affidavit and ft1ll information may be obtained on ap-
plication to the Department of :Agriculture and Mines. 
Department of Agriculture and Mines, 
SYDNEY D. BLANDFORD, Minister of Agriculture and Mine~. 
St. John's, N:fid., January, 1916. 
Newfoundland Postal Telegraph Service. 
Postal Telegraph Offices are operated throughout the Colony at 
all the principal places~ Messages of ten words not including ad-
dress or signature. are forwarded for Tvv-enty Cents, and two cents 
for each additional word. A Government Cable to Canso, Cape Bre-
ton, connects with the Commercial Cable Company's system to all 
parts of the world. There is no more efficient telegraph service in 
existence. A Ten Word Message to Canada, exclusive of signature and 
address, costs from 85 cents to $1.00. A ten word message to the 
United States, exclusive of signature and address, costs from $1.0 0 
to $1.50. To Great Britain, France or Germany, 25 cents per word .. 
Telegrams are transmitted by means of the Wireless Service during 
the summer season, and all the year round to steamers equipped with 
the wireless apparatus, which are due within the radius of each wire-
less station at Cape Race and Cape Ray .. 
NIGHT LETTER.GRAMS. 
Night Lettergrams or Messages not exceeding fifty words may be 
transmitted during the nigl1t while the offices are closed for regular 
business, and are sent at the same r~te as ten words in the daytime. 
Night Lettergrams are accepted by the Commercial Cable Company, 
or a11y of the N~wfoundland . Cable connections in the United States to 
all Postal Offices in Newfoundland. They must be written in plain 
English, Code or Cipher words not being permitted. Telegraph forms 
may be obtained at the Post Offices and. from Mail Clerks on Trains 
or Steamers, and if the sender wishes the messages may be left with 
the P. M. to be forwarded by first mail to the nearest Telegraph Of-
fice free of postage. 
H. J. B. WOODS, Postmaster General . 
. . 
PUBLIC _ NOTICE 
PASSPORTS 
R.esidents of this Colony, intending to travel out of Newfound-
land, are hereby notified that they may be required to produce Pass-
ports at various points on their journey. 
Passports are issued at the Department of the Colonial Secretary 
in accordance with Rules and Regulations approved by the Governor 
in Council, to persons domiciled in Newfoundland, who are:-
1. Natural-born British subjects; 
2. The wives and widows of such persons, or 
3. Persons naturalized in the United Kingdom, in the 
· British Colonies, or in India. 
A Passport cannot be issued on behalf of a person already abroad; 
such person should apply for one to the nearest ·British Mission or 
Consulate. Passports must not be sent out of Newfoundland by post. 
Applicants are requested to have their Forms of Application, 
(which can be obtained at this Department), properly filled in, ac-
cording to marginal instructions thereon, and forwarded to the De-
partment in sufficient time to permit of any necessary alterations be-
ing made in the same before the date upon which the Passport would 
be required. 
The charge for a Passport is $2.5 0, which covers a period of two 
years, after which it may be renewed for four further periods of two 
years each, at a charge of $1.00 for each renewal. . 
Copies of Rules and Regulations, Forms of Application, or any 
desired information may be obtained upon request. 
JOHN R. BEN·NETT, 
Department of the Colonial Secretary, 
September 3rd, 1915. 
NOTICE! 
Colonial Secretary. 
THE ATTENTION OF VESSEL OWNERS IS CALLED TO THE FOL-
LOWING SECTION OF HARBOR REGULATIONS. 
If, in the opinion of the Harbor Master, any vessel anchored in 
the harbor is likely to sink or to become an obstruction to navigation, 
' 
the Harbor Master may, after giving twelve hours' notice to the owner 
or agent of such vessel, or without notice where there is no owner or 
known agent in St. John's, to take charge of and remove such vessel, 
and may deal with and dispose of such vessel in such a manner as he 
shall think necessary, to provide for the free navigation of the port; 
and all expenses incurred under this section shall be borne by the 
vessel or her owners, and may be recovered with costs in an actio:q. 
in the name of the Harbor Master before a Stipendiary Magistrate, 
EDWARD ENGLISH, Harb9r l\l~~ter. 
\ 
$10.00. $10.00. 
WHERE TO SPEND MY VACATION? 
The Question is easily answered 
TAKE A ROUND TRIP · ON S. S. FOGOTA! 
Calls at 42 Ports of Call. 
Sails every Tuesday A. M. Returns Sunday. Stop over privilege allowed. 
THE NFLD. PRODUCE CO. LTD. 
$10.00. 
TELEPHoNE188 P 0 . BOX 1149 
Crosbie Hotel 
M~S. S. 1(. BELL 
PROP~IET~ESS. 
10.00. 
Remember our new 
Address 
366 Water St. 
3 Doors West of Q~:een 
Street 
ST. JOHN'S, NFLo. A. S. Wadden. 
J. J. ST. JOHN 
LOWER PRICES THAN EVER 
Our Tea at 45c per lb., worth 60c 
This is the very best value to 
be had. No Butter.like ours. Irish 
45c. per lb. 
Address: 
DUCK~ORTH STREET and 
LeMARCHANT ROAD 
P.O. Box 
1226 
Cable Address 
'Lemerson', St. John's 
L. ED. EMERSON, 
Barrister, Solicitor, 
Etc. 
Office: RENOUF BUILDING, 
Duckworth Street, St. John's, Nfld. 
ow is the Time! 
If you need the choicest selection of Groceries call on C. P. EAGAN 
at his store, Duckworth Street, corner of Prescott Street, and you will 
be accommodated with the best on the market. 
His Teas are a Specialty 
and !}.r~ ~~id by thousands to hfl.ye p.p ~qual. 
' - . 
• 
0 n's 
BY 
James Murphy 
EVENING HERALD OFF.I:CE PRINT, 14 and 16 PRF~COTT STQJtT, 
St. John's, Newfoundland, 
1916. 
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MURPHY'S OLD ST. JOHN'S 
By JAMES MURPHY. 
T. JOHN'S, the first part of the nineteenth century, resembled 
in appearance a prosperous fishing habitation. One street, the 
''Lower Path," now our present Water Street, was the only 
aristocratic thoroughfare Qf which it could boast; the citizens 
walked under flakes, or . filthy bye-paths. In the Land Tenure R~­
port, published by the Government in 1883, and compiled by Com-
m·ander Robinson, R,N., Harbor Master of that period, he says, speak-
ing of the ''Lower Path'' :-''It is not only probable, but a matter of 
history, that Water Street has attained its present breadth by en-
croaching-- on the harbor, the foregoing process took place after 
. 
every conflagration; the object was exceedingly reasonable, an at-
tempt to get as far as possible from other h9uses, and it must b~ 
~e·membered that the North Side of the street was very steep or the 
' . 
"Lower Path'' would not have been so vividly described by the mer-
. . 
chants in 1811." They said:-''We beg leave to state to Your Royal 
·Highness that the town of St. John's, with the exception of one 
house, is built of wood, and the principal street is in one place not 
more than six feet wide, ·that all our streets are narrow, unpaved 
and unlighted.'' The. Chronicle, a newspaper published in the sixties, 
and edited by one of the sons of the founder of the Ledger, Mr. 
Vlinton, said that it remembered ~he time when two horses, loaded 
with hay, could not pass each other opposite the premises of W. & 
H. Thomas. Those premises were erected on the present site of the 
Fishermen's Union offices, opposite the ''Court House Lane,'' now 
called ''Scanlan's Lane." We may judge of the condition of · the 
"Lower Path'' in these years. In 1845 a newspaper said that St. 
John's, forty years previous, was little more than a struggling vil-
lage covered from the water margin to the centre of the city witl1 
insignificant dwellings and flakes, with no public buildings of any 
kind. Robert John Parsons, Esq., in his paper, the Patriot, of 1852, 
. . 
describes the town as it was twenty years previous. He ·says:-
. . . 
"Twenty years ago the spots on which now stand Government House 
and where the Colonial Building ra.ises its unpretentious colonn·ad·a, 
were what was now inaptly called ·the Barrens-a bleak heath 
where the wild blackberry alone grew among · the stunted · under:. 
wood. Where the Roman Catholic· Cathedral now rears the peaceful 
.. 
symbol of salvation, was a continuation of the Barrens, a silent re.:. 
tr_eat for the . plover and curlew, and where the Exchange Buildings 
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now stand, the whole extent was covered with :flakes. W ater Street 
twenty years ago was. called the ''Lower Street,'' from the fact of 
there being but two streets in the whole town, and at that t ime two 
cars could not paSs abreast of each other in it; in some places it was 
not more than twelve feet wide. ''Tl1e Upper Street,'' now called 
Duckworth Street, was no street at all, but a succession of serpentine 
windings under and between the ·:flakes. A journey to Torbay, or 
Portugal Cove, or Petty Harbor, was. at ·that period the talk of a 
week, so weary and difficult was the travel on foot on the miser-
able rocky and marshy track between these places, no vehicle could 
..._ 
travel it, and to go by water round the Heads was almost a lways 
preferred. A walk to Topsail was not thought of because the path 
could not be distinguished but by the wood rangers. Dwellings were 
very sparse; it was found a very unique undertaking by Mr. Stuart, 
; 
who i'n 1807 arrived as paymaster to the Military, for he failed to 
provide a respectable dwelling, though he had offered £200 yearly 
for the same. 
Mr. Harris, Missionary, for propagating the Gospel at St. J ohn's, 
occupied two small rooms, in which himself, his wife and eight chil-
dren resided. When it rained the Rev. gentlet;nan was under the 
necessity of moving the beds from one part of the room to the other. 
Governor Gambier wrote to the Home Authorities about the posi-
. f 
tion of Mr. Harris, and requested financial assistance for the erec-
tion of a House suitable to contain him and his family. The houses 
on Water Street were constructed of wood, two stories in height, 
with bow windows, painted red, and with swinging iign boards. Hall 
doors were a prominent feature of architecture; the upper half was 
fastened to the ceiling by an iron boo~, while to the 'lower h alf a 
bell was attached, which made known to the occupants of the dwell-
ing a person's entry. 
The residence of the Governor was at Fort Townshend (now 
the Police Barracks). tit was a common wooden two ·story st ruc-
ture, and very dilapidated, built for sheltering the Governor in the 
summer season. In 1819, the then resident Gofernor, Sir Charles 
Hamilton, said that he had not even a room to keep papers or to 
reeive .a friend confidentially. There were only 1three roams in all 
at His Excellency's command. Argand lamps and candles were used 
at Government House,. sperm oil was principally used in the lamps. 
Sir Charles Hamilton said that Governor Pickmore's death was 
cau-sed by the unhealthy and neglected state of Government House. 
Houses in those days ' were not permitted to be erected except 
by. arder of the Governor, and when they were erected contrary to 
tne rule laid down by law, the Governor would th~n give orders '.for 
their removal. In 17 8 9 Governor . Milbank ordered that a house 
owned and erected by one Edward Meaney be torn down . . It ·ap· 
. ,. 
0 L D ST. 
' 
. .._. 
peared that Meaney had gone contrary to the Governor's orders in 
erecting it. In his note to the Sheriff the Governor says·:-"Hire 
laborers at the cheapest rate you can and take· it down." Those were 
the years when arbitrary laws prevailed. We had .no House of As-
sembly with representatives of the people to look to their rights and 
privileges as now. The whipping ·post and banishment into exile 
from the shores of their native land, was the sentence very often 
imposed on the poor resident of Newfoundland. It was the intention 
· of some folks to keep the country a ''fishing stage.'' In I 1811 Gov-
ernor Duckworth wrote to John Bland, High Sheriff, in relation to 
Messrs. Paint and LeMessurier's house on the Lower Street. It was 
considered a nuisance, the street was narrow. The Governor said: 
"You will be furnished with my authority for pulling 'it down.'' 
In 1806, John Murphy, Cooper, received permission to repair 
his house in the ''Lower Path," providing the front of it be at the dis-
tance of fourteen feet from the other side. Governor Gambier granted 
John Snelgrove in 1803 permission to erect a store on the ''Lower 
Path," the upper part to ''be used'' for making sails. Snelgrove 
also had the privilege to build a chimney with fixings for a ·''bark-
ing kettle.'' John Partridge received permission to set up a coffee 
house and a billiard ·table, and a Mr. Moses sought perrnission to ex: 
hi bit the· tactics of a learned ~pig. Those incidents are \quoted to 
show how affairs stood at St. John's at this time as regards the erec-
tion of dwellings and the. right to carry out one's · vocation. It 
was not until the year 1813 that such measures were fully dispensed 
with, and houses were erected without that hindrance that existed pre-
vious to this date. Criminals received 4 severe sentences, :a person 
proven guilty of manslaughter was ordered to be returned to the jail 
from which he came, and there to remain until the next day, when 
. . 
at twelve o'clock he -appeared at the .court House and was sentenced 
to be burnt on the right hand with ·a pot iron mar-k with the letter 
R, his goods and chattels · to be forfeited, and after paying the 
charge of the court he was let free. At Bonavista, a man who stole 
a pair of shoes and b_uckles, valued \~t seven shillings and . sixpence, 
was sentenced to receive fifteen . stripes on the bare back at the ·whip-
• 
ping IJost at the hands of the Beadle. ·There were irons to the whip-
IJing p o st -w h ic:h confined the h:ands of ·the· culp.rits. A person who 
had held up another on the streets of St. John's and .robbed him, was · 
\ 
. 
arrested and sentenced to be · hang~d~, ·but was afterwards transported 
• 
to New South Wales. . Banishment for · theft . was enforced ·in re-. 
~ • I 
cent. years. Even in the ~eventies .persons were ba.nished. A man en-
. . . 
tered the no-use of . anotp.er · at . Petty ~.arbor . _and stole ... one . cloth 
jacket, on_e pair o~ cloth ·Jlritches, and several -other things. ·The ·Sen-
tence · of the court for this o·ffence was .as follows: The culprit was 
·returned . from the jail from w·hence he came, there he had to remain • 
... 
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• 
a few hours, and then he was taken to the public whipping Post 
where he received thirty-nine lashes on the bare 'back, and after 
paying court fees he was set at liberty. Another individual who had 
stolen goods to the value of four pounds was transported, and was 
warned that if he should return to the country he would be put t 
. 0 
death. In 18 0 9 a person who had killed another was ordered that 
before he be executed that he should be drawn on a sledge from the 
jail up King's Road to the Barrens where he was hanged near the 
King's wood shed, at Fort Townshend (now the police barracks). 
Lieut. Lowry was killed at St. John's on October 15th, 1794 . He 
was on a ship of war called "Boston," and had come on shore With 
some seamen and some citizens wh?m he had impressed for the navy 
the day before. On his landing he was attacked hy a n umber of 
men armed with "wattless" (stout sticks). Lowry was killed and 
the impressed men were set free. Two of the number who had r.aken 
part in the killing of the Lieut., and of the rescue of t he impressed 
men, were caught and were tried by the law and sentenced to be 
hanged near Fort Townshend. Their remains, so it was stated, were 
discovered in the sixties by some men who were "opening" a road 
near the place where the culprits were executed. In 1814 a wooden 
tablet was nailed to a post near where the murder was committed, 
in the vicinity of Stuart & Rennie's premises, Water Street West. 
The tablet told of the deed and remained there till 18 2 0 when it was 
removed on the taking away of some of the old wharf posts to make 
general repairs. It was no uncommon sight to see the fi shermen 
boiling pitch and tar and repairing their boats in .the coves along 
the water front. In 18 0 4 Gower Street was begun. Governor Gower 
' 
caused a road to be marked out thirty feet wide, between the dis-
. tance of 2 0 0 and 210 yards from high water mark, with permission 
to persons to build on the upper side of this road, facing the harbor, 
they in return for this permission paying from £5 to £1 0 into the 
fund for the relief of the poor. The facilities for retaining prison-
ers in the port of St. John's was alarming, the cells in the gaols in 
which they were kept, according to Sir Thomas Cochrane, were no 
better than cellars, and on one occasion two individuals who had 
been incarcerated on a murder charge made their escape. In 18 2 0 
a man who had murdered his wife was sent for retention over to 
England. Richard Perchard wae the jailer, and in 18 2 3 he com-
plained that often as many as eight and nine felons were incarcerat-
ed, and that all . he was allowed for supplying them was nine penee 
. per day. The prison in the "m.iddle part" of the last century . was in 
an . old rejected soldier's barracks on Signal Hill. Debtors in those 
. days were confined. In 18 55 the grand jury were very pronounced 
. -
as regards the treatment meted to debtors; they had never been 
down italrs from . July to Pecem.l>er; nor inhaled the fresh air . Ther 
S no lavatories in the prison, and the grand jury stated that the wa . 
surroundings were repulsive to every feeling of common humanity. · 
Three prisoners escaped from the jail on Signal Hill; two were 
strangers convicted of robbing the bank at Manchester, England, anrl 
the other was a native of St. John's charged with stealing a co,v. 
The latter effected his escape in the following manner: One evening 
the keeper and his assistant ascended to the top portion of the 
building to lock the cell doors. The prisoner, knowing of thef.r com-
ing, hid behind a door, and on the two men entering the cell he 
''shot'' back the bolt in the lock. Now on the top of the landing 
was a hatch. When raised is was a means of egress down below. He 
pulled the bell rope which caused the keeper's wife to permit the 
hatch to be raised, thus allowing the prisoner a chance to descend 
the stairs and to walk outside the prison. The other prisoners, 
''Bradshaw'' and ''O'Kelly,'' absconded with £1900 from the Bank or 
Manchester, and were cleverly detected. Two individuals, giving the 
above false names, ca~e to St. John's in 1848 and ''put up'' at 
Mrs. Johnson's Hotel. One evening they entered · the ''Dublin Book 
store'' on Water street, kept by Mr. Bern·ard Duffy, who at one time 
edited a newspaper named ''Record.'' O'Kelly tendered a cheque of 
£100, from which was to be deducted the price of some books which he 
had purchased. Mr. Duffy looked at the cheque with more than a 
passing glance, and his suspicions were somewhat aroused. He tol~l · 
Klelly that if' he came back to the store in an hour or so he would 
then be able to change the cheque. O'Kelly said that he would. Mr. 
Duffy called on Bishop Fleming and showed His Lordship the chequa. 
The latter advised Mr. Duffy to call on Mr. Andrew Milroy, then 
manager of the Bank of British North America. Mr. Milroy refused 
to have anything to do with the cheque. On returning to the Palace, 
Bishop Fleming told Mr. Duffy that in the London Times he had seen 
mention made of £1900 being stolen from the Bank of England, 
Manchester Branch, and he asked Mr. Duffy to again let him see the 
cheque. His Lordship looked at the number of the cheque, and he 
found that it bore the same number as was on one of the stolen 
cheques, namely, 38,458. Mr. Duffy then took the cheque to the 
High Constable, who placed Bradshaw and O'Kelly under arrest. 
Both of them escaped from the prison. Their right names were 
Naughton and Brady; the latter made good his escape, Naughton was 
recaptured and conveyed ·tq England in charge of High Constable 
Finlay. 
St. John's in 1801 (besides the troops) so wrote the late .Sir 
Robert Pinsent, D.C.L., co_ntained 3240 souls, of whom 1,13.9 were 
Protestants and 2,281 were .Roman Catholics. · There were ·orily fi'\·e 
prisoners in St. John's gaol. A brewery was permitted to be erected 
by Mr. Haire-at Mundy's Brook, now called· ''Mundy's Pond-.'' .. It · ia 
. . 
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interesting to know the names =of the merchants then doing business: 
Cunningham, Bell & Co., A. Thompson & Co., Donald Brien, Meglas-
her, Robinson & Co., George Gaden, R. Newman & Co., Hart & 
E.~,:pes, Daniel Codner & Co., Bully & Job, W. _Newman & Co., Coog 
rravers, W. & R. Boden, Henry Phillips, Stuart & Rennie, G. & J. 
_ .ough, J. Hill & Co., Goss and Butler. Judge Pinsent says that the 
pr1ces of · provisions were very high at this period, and that the fish-
ermen must have been prosperous indeed' to have borne them. Flour 
was from £2 to £3 per barrel, and pork £5 to :. £6. The Judge fur-
ther states ''That arrangements were made at this 0 time for the 
making of a carriage road through the plantation called the ''Forest'' 
on the ·south side of Quidi Vidi Lake. This was opposed by some 
persons, such as are ever to be found ·resenting improvements, upon 
the ground that the cleared ''path'~ was sufficient and that the road 
might suffer.'' The .Governor, with the inhabitants ge_nerally, perse-
vered, and thus became established the road known to this day as 
the ''Forest Roa(l.'' A path knows as the ''Peal Path'' was made 
0
• _ ough the forest ·oefore the road was made, and ·a man named Gill 
c~osed it up, saying that he claimed the property. A place now long 
shorn of its pretensions to a garden, and spoken but by few of the 
old folks, was called ''The Governor's Garden.'' It lay at the head 
of Carter's Hill, then ''Burst Heart Hill,'' 0 and to the east of Cook's 
Town Road, bounded on the north and north east by the ''path'' or 
street now known as Long's Hill and Freshwater Road, on the west 
by Cook's Town Brook, on the south by Peter Carter's and Luke 
~iadden's meadow, and on the east by the plot of ground formerly 
occupied by the Roman Catholi-c Convent, which was burnt in the 
fire of 1846. Sir Charles Hamilton held it ·from 1817 to 1825 . 
. 
Thomas Cooke, an Irishman, was His Excellency's gardener, to whom 
the -Governor gave the land, now known as ''Cook's Town.'' Down 
the eastern side of Carter's Hill a stream ·of water once rushed at a 
torrent's pace, and emptied into _the waters of the harbor, through 
which is now called ''O'Dwyer's =Cove.'' The land called Young St. 
wa.s ·given to one ·Martha Young in exchange for the Church of Eng-
land Orphanage grounds. The above information, in relation to 
''Cook's Town,'' the Governor's 0 garden, and Martha Young, was 
made public through the press some thirty-five years ago. The Con-
stables, in the early part of the last century, were publicans licensed 
saloon keepers. In 1812 the magistrates asked that .. the licensed 
. 
houses be increased from 31 to 51. The publicans were charged, in-
stead ·as formerly ·s guineas for the license, 12 guineas, and they 
were exempt ·tram being . Constables. - Twelve citizens wer.e hired. as 
Constables, and were paid out of the money collected from the 11-
~ense fees. The Magistrate wore a blue coat ~nd a cockade pn the 
right side-of his h&.t, red. cuffs, .and a collar on whiCh ·waS fastened 
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buttons with a crown on them. The Constables wOre blue coats with 
a crown on the buttons, a waistcoat With the same kind of buttons, 
and a cockade on the hat, and they carried "staves" to be used as 
batons when needed. The Constables dwelt in private houses, as the 
police barracks were not then erected. In the year 18 7 0 Inspector: 1 
1 
Foley arrived from Ireland and the police force was organized as we 
have it today, patterned from the Royal Irish Constabulary. 
In making reference to the state of the prisons, the statement 
of Hon. John Kent, one time Premier, was omitted. This gentleman 
said in the Assembly on one occasion, that he remembered when a 
person confined by Judge Boulton was placed in a black l:lole, worse 
than the black hole at Calcutta, and when ''I went to see him,'' says 
Mr. Kent, ''all I saw was his forefingers and the iron bars of a small 
hole in the door. At this time the gaol barber was named Phelan; 
he was a wig maker and hair dresser by profession. Phelan's son 
was dismissed from the job as barber held by his father on the 
grounds, so we believe, of showing leniency towards the prisoner~. 
An offspring of Phelan's informed us that Phelan used to often smug-
gle presents to the noted prisoners of those days, such as the famo11s 
Robert John Parsons, and others. The means afforded for travelling 
\vas very imperfect we are told by Newman Wright Hoyles, Esq., Oiie 
time a prosperous merchant, and afterwards Coi. Treasurer for the 
Isla11d of Newfoundland. Mr. Hoyles said when delivering a speee.r. 
in the Assembly: ''Since I commenced business in 1807, I had fre-
quent occasions to cross Conception Bay, and it ~was considered as 
great ah undertaking as formerly to go from Edinburgh to London. 
I had to take a man to carry my portmanteau, and walk through the 
woods over rocks and through swamps to Portugal Cove, a distance 
then estimated to be 12 miles. Having arrived there I had to wait 
for a favourable time and then take a boat, at the expense of five 
guineas, to take me over, and after finishing the business I was 
forced to wait for an opportunity to come back, or pay another elt-
ormous sum for hire of boat and crew.'' This is corroborated by the 
statement of Sir Thomas Cochrane, who did much for the uplifting 
of Newfoundland du:ring the years he resided here. It was under 
the Governorship of Sir Thomas Cochrane that Government House 
was built. Sir Thomas, . writing a reply to a number of citizens on 
his departure, said: ''Gentlemen, on my arrival among you there 
was nothing more than a trace of a road one hundred yards from 
town where the King's· Bridge now stands, but a beam lay across by 
which passengers tremblingly passed over. On visiting Portugal Cove 
I was under the necessity of leaving my English horstas at Windsor 
Lake and of proceeding the remainder of the way upon a country 
horse.'' 
Emigration from Ireland ·was l~r;elr t.altf~ pla,ce at tbe begtn~ 
\ 
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Ling of the nineteenth century. It fell away about the fifties S 
. . · ome 1 i...ea of the extent of emigration from the Emerald Isle may be gath-
ered from the following extract of a private letter dated at . st. John's 
June 23rd, 1815, to the Register and Chronicle. It said: "The ar~ 
I1Vals from Ireland which have exceeded any in the Customs House 
took, exclusive of three vessels which have made no returns a 
, re 
3,026 men and 373 women to St. John's alone, but the number far 
exceeds the returns. The captains have brought out so ·many that 
t i.1ey are ashamed to return them. The wretched creatures are most 
dreadfully treated on the passage; one man declared to me that he 
V\· as but three nights below decks the whole of the voyage, nor could 
he get down. Strange complaints have been made by a set of 
"retches who came yesterday, of the very nearly starving condition 
they were in. Indeed, the Government must put a stop to such pro-
• 
ceedings or really a contagion will be bred in our streets, and what 
:will become of them in winter God only 'knows." ;_some years later 
Governor Hamilton wrote to one Captain Phelan, who was fined for 
t~king from Waterford to St. John's thirteen passengers more than 
allowed by law. The Governor ordered 3 5 men, 7 women, and 6 
children be taken back by Phelan in the ship "Invulnerable." 
.!Vi any pathetic stories may be told of the sufferings of the Irish emi-
; :ants who came to the bleak and unhospitable shores of Newfound-
land in those days. 
The "Irish Lass," "Ratchford," and the "Michael Anthony 
• 
Fleming" were some of the principal vessels of a late date which 
conveyed emigrants from Ireland to St. John's. Messrs. Morris, Kent 
and Cusack were the three principal business men who had vessels 
in this trade. In the winter season the weather was more severe 
than now. Mr. David King, an old veteran fisherman, who was over 
· ninety years old at his death,_ tells us of the severity of the winters 
in his boyhood days. He says, in speaking of the phenomenon in the 
early thirties, the three suns which occurred here: "The previous 
night it froze very hard and the weather bore every indication of a 
bitter frost. There was no coal here in those days and the people 
Vlould have to go to the woods for firing. On the morning when the 
three suns appeared the wind veered to the north, with ft. urries of 
s~ow, and about 10 o'clock it was a frightful day. At 11.15 the sky 
c!eared and the three suns were quite visible. They were in the sky 
for half an hour and were witnessed by the whole population. "Big 
Jim" Kielly, who kept a store where Baird Bros. is now, put outside 
his door a pint goblet filled with water, and in five minutes it was 
frozen over so that it would bear a dollar. The people in the woods 
t 11at day could not bring out their loads, the frost was so intense 
that they had to give up the attempt and go for shelter in houses 
along the country roads, and as it was scores of them were frost-
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bitten. For years afterwards Mr. King says the three suns was :the 
talk of the people of St. John's. Speaking of the accumulation of 
snow, he says in 1836 there were 16 feet of snow on the King's Road. 
The blizzard raged for two nights and days, you dare not venture 
out to get water, tl1e most you could do would be to watch your 
chance between the squalls, and while one held the door open, an-
other would take a shovel full of snow to ·be ''melted down.'' Of 
course, the houses were very small in these days, and the streets 
were narrow, and there was no traffic like now to ''beat the snow 
down." Mr. W. J. Carey, another old native of St. John's, who mi-
grated to the United States about the year 1858, wrote as follo.ws 
about the three suns spoken of by Mr. King. He said that he saw 
the three suns from Garrison Hill. Bishop Fleming and Major La·w 
with other officers of the Military Garrison of St. John's were there, 
as was also Rev. ~Ir. Ca.rringto11. Mr. Carey \Vas a boy at the time, 
and he with other boys were given a half holiday to view the scene. 
Bishop Fleming's diamond ring reflected the rays of the suns as he 
turned to get a .proper focus on the glass which he held while taking 
an observation. Major Grubb was there with his wife. Mr. Carey 
wrote many verses which found their way into the press of St. 
t 
John's, and were published as well in books . . Cemeteries were first 
used outside the city limits in the year of 1849, previously the dead 
were buried in the city cemeteries. At one time Protestant an<l 
Catholic dead were buried in the same cemetery; this was the one 
within the precincts of the Church of England Cathedral. ''Belvi-
dere" was a farmstead owned by H. A. Emerson, Esq.; who sold it 
to Bishop Fleming, and His Lordship consecrated it for a cemetery. 
The Catholics were presented with a piece of land near where the 
Methodist College stands on Long's Hill, for the purpose of a ceme-
tery by the Governor, with permission that if any Catholic who when 
dying would care to be buried beside his or her friends in the Church 
of England cemetery, their request would be granted. This was 
years before Bishop Fleming purchased ''Belvidere," and also that 
piece of ground where the Catholic people bury their dead known a~ 
Mount Carmel. Bishop Fleming gave £50 out of his own purse to 
help in the purchase of the ground. The seamen and fishermen of 
the past could not, as the present men are able to do, occupy when 
, --...._ . 
I 
at St. John's such a comfortable place of aQode as the King George 
Institute. In the olden days there was no Fishermen's or Seamen's 
Home; the first one established was in 18 8 7. Boarding houses or 
. . 
"jig lofts," as they were called, not very clean nor comfortable, where 
the sailor or the fisherman· were obliged to reside, and in which 
places their money was spent in carousing and dancing. The King 
George the. Fifth Seamen's Institute was opened by Governor Wil-
liams Dec. 19th, 1912. Superintendent Jones ar~ived here in Novem-
• 
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ber to· take up his duties. Men of all nationalties-French Ge 
' r-
mans, Dutch, Spanish, Norwegian, Swedish, Russian, Italian, Portu-
guese, Chinese and Americans-have since the opening sought 
shelter and accommodation at the Institute. Since it was opened the 
following is a correct list of beds, baths and meals booked: Beds 
' 45,558; baths, 18,209; meals served, 100,824. The Institute was 
made a temporary hospital for the survivors of the Newfoundland 
disaster and as a mortuary for the deceased. Mr. Jones was unremit-
ting in his kindness on the occasion, for which he received the thanks 
of the Governor and of the authorities as well. 
At the consecration of the Church of England cemetery, Mr. 
Rushworth, secretary to His Excellency the Governor, presented to 
Bishop Feild the deed of trust. Rev. Mr. Blackman read the deed, 
and then it was signed by His Lordship. I refer to the above here 
as I omitted it in the items in relation to the cemeteries. Furthe-r, 
.. 
one Alexander Norries advertised as follows, having relation to the 
burial of the dead. He said: ''On account of the several burying 
grounds being now without the suburbs of the town, the subscriber 
has :fitted up a hearse with furnishings of all kinds which pa.rties can 
have with one or two horses ,terms reasonable.'' There were stirring 
times in St. John's in the year 1812. Many prizes were brought into 
port. They were American vessels. At the time a war was 
on betwee~ England and America. Captain Pringle, the year pre-
vious, had power invested in him by the Governor to forbid holtses 
or fences to stand between the following named places, namely: 
··From the old Garri~on along the road leading to King's Bridge (on 
the river falling into Kitty Vi tty Pond), from thence westward as fa-r. 
as where the gully which came from Parsons' Pond, is crossed by the 
path called ''Merry Meeting Bye-Path,'' leading to Freshwater, where 
a line is carried southward to Wakeham's barn, on ''Pennywell 
Path,'' from which place a direction is made by posts erected to the 
eastward till they join the old Garrison. All fences and houses (had 
to be laid void for the King's use, all deemed compatible for the 
defence of the harbor of St. John's.'' 
St. John's at this time, according to Mr. Hoyles, held out no in-
ducement to tradesmen, and meat was very scarce. He says: ''I re-
member when there was but one butcher in town_. and when a resi-
dent having a bullock to kill used to dress it up with ribbons anu 
lead it from door to door, and sell the different parts of it before he 
could· venture to kill it, and then only at Christmas. There was only 
a cobbler or two here to mend shoes, imported by the merchant, and 
a tradesman would be laughed at if he thought of settling here to 
carry on his trade.'' 
In 18 0 5 the citizens petitioned the Governor for a post office, 
1Yh~rEl p~gs 9f mail matter PJ.fl,d~ llP at ~opdQn may be sent by mer· 
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chant ships to St. John's. Governor I:Iolloway levied a penny on a 
letter to the master of any vessel who would bring letters to the is-
land, two pence for every letter delivered by the Postmaster General, 
and one penny for his trouble. Sir Erasmus Gower appointed Simon 
Soloman in 1806. Postmaster. He had no authority for imposing post-
age and was not in touch with the Postmaster in London. In 18 2 6 
the establishment of a regular Post Office was asked for on a footin6 
with the ~ther Colonies. Soloman kept the Post Office in his watch-
maker's store. After his death · it fell into the hands of his son, w. 
L. Soloman, Esq. T~~ Post Office stood on Duckworth Street; it was 
a miserable location, and the citizens were compelled to stand out-
side the building to wait for their~ letters. Soloman's Lane was well 
known to the older generation; this lane was adjacent to the Post 
Office. ''I have watched many a time,'' said Mr. Prendergast, one-
time member for Harbor Grace, ''the forms of young clerks of . the 
merchants as they stood for hours in the cold awaiting their master's 
letters. Mrs. Firth kept a hotel close by the Post Office, in which 
Mr. Prendergast resided while on Assembly business in the city. The 
Post Office also was at one time adjoining the residence of Dousley 
the Druggist, on Water Street. When we cast a glance at the army 
ot postal officials around us today, and then look back to one hun-
dred . years ago, or even sixty y;ears ago, we find a wonderftll change 
Seventy years ago when W. L. Solomon, Esq., was Postmaster Gen-
eral, the number of persons then employed assorting the inward and 
outward mails to and from Halifax, were two clerks and a messen-
ger. The chief clerk, Martin Shea, received but £7 5 per annum, the 
messenger, Mr. Freeman, received £25 per annum. Mr. Freeman 
also helped to assort the mail as well as doing the messenger work. 
It was Mr. Soloman who had first asked that .the words on ''H. M. 
Services'' lJe printe.d on the envelopes which were sent by the Gov-
ernment through the Post Office. 
St. John's has been visited with many fires. The fire of 18 4 6 on 
the 9th of June, destroyed the whole town. In 1892, on July 8th, 
nearly half the town was destroyed. In the year 1818 three attempts 
were made to destroy St. John's by fire. Three hundred pounds re-
ward was offered by Governor Pickmore for the apprehension of the 
party or parties guilty of the attempts. Some of the principal .. citi-
zens interviewed the Governor on the advisability of having fi~teen 
men of the Military to patrol the streets nightly, and to ··arres_t . any 
person or persons .found wandering ar_01:1nd after 8 o'clocJr_ who could 
not give a satisfactory account. of the~selves. T;he G9vernor, how-
ever, did not acquiesce to their request, and finally other measures 
were adopted to locate the culprits. The mode of connection with 
the different parts of Conception Bay and ='·st. John's was done 
chiefly by ''packet boats.'' These ''boats'' plied from Portugal Cove 
I' 
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to different parts of the Bay, and stage coaches "ran" to the "cove'' 
and back. John Cruett had a coach and three horses at one tim 
and also a "coach and four." Mr. Coughlan had a stage coach an~ 
three horses. Bulger and Brennan and lVIurphy were other mail m 
en, 
and they also took passengers as well. The St. Patrick "packet 
boat" was owned by Edmund Phelan. She had two cabins, one for 
the ladies and one for the gentlemen. Ten shillings was the price of 
a passage across the Bay for the o~cupancy of the after cabin, and 
five shillings for a passage in the fore cabin, letters, single and 
double, 1 shilling each. Parcels and letters were left at Patrick 
Kielty's, Newfoundland Tavern, and at John Cruett's. The Nora 
Creina, named after Moore's ideal, "The gentle, bashful Nora Creina , 
' was a packet boat owned by James Doyle. Letters and packages for 
the Nora Creina were left at the offices of the "Newfoundlander" and 
the "Times" newspaper. These papers were edited respec-
ti_vely by Messrs. Shea and McCoubrey. "The Native Lass" and the 
"Lotus," the former owned by Maurice Doyle, and the latter by Fur-
long & Reville, also plied across the "Bay." The Kelligrews packet, 
a four sail boat, ran between Kelligrews, Brigus and Port de Grave. 
This packet boat was owned by James Hodge. , The cutter "Express" 
was another boat which did service on the Bay. She left Harbor 
Grace precisely every Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings, and 
returned at twelve o'clock the following day. Ordinary fares seven 
and sixpence, servants and children, five shillings each, single letters, 
sixpence, double letters one shilling, and parcels in proportion to 
their weight. The fare for bringing letters was much the same on all 
the other "packet boats." Perchard & Boag were agents at St . 
. T ohn's for the Express, and A. Drysdale was agent at Harbor Grace. A 
jaunting car was owned by Patrick Mullowney, who kept a house near 
the Ordinance yard; the latter place was near the site of the East 
End Fire Hall. Mullowney called daily at Stephenson's Hotel, which 
stood in that vicinity. The jaunting car seated four persons "back to 
back." The Hibernia was another packet boat plying "on the Bay" 
' 
at the time. Michael O'Brien will be accountable, so his advertise~ 
ment said, for all letters and parcels given to his care, and all com .. 
mands for him are- to be left at his home or at Mr. Richard Walsh's 
"Newfoundland Tavern," St. John's. This "Newfoundland Tavern" 
must have "changed hands," as I notice that Kielty once kept it and 
Richard Walsh. There was another packet boat called the "Ariel,'' 
of 3 0 tons, which plied between Brig us and Portugal Cove. Hurley 
& Gall informed their friends in 18 4 5 that they intended running the 
"Nora Creina" as a packet boat between Brigus and Portugal Cove, 
.touching at Port de Grave occasionally. All letters and parcels to 
be left at Mr. William Hennessy's, St. John's, opposite the shop of 
R. N~ Goff & .co., and at Mr. Jereml~h. Nowlan's, Brigus. The "Nora 
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Creina" was purchased by Hurley & Gall after she was refloated 
after coming to grief in a gale. Furlong & Reville praised their 
packet, the Lotus. They said: "The Lotus is fitted up in a superior 
style. No packet yet on the line can surpass her in speed and com-
fort." During the winter months men went around the bay after let-
ters, etc. W. J. Hayman made arrangements to do the work for 
Furlong & Reville. All letters left at McCoubrey Brothers Book-
store, and parcels also, were called for by Hayman. John Antle, of 
Brigus, had a steady man to carry letters overland to Brigus, Port de 
Grave and Bay Roberts. Parcels and letters left at Mciver's Book-
store, St. John's, were called for, and at W. Stentaford's, Brigus. 
Edmund Phelan had a man to carry letters, etc., to Harbor Grace 
during the winter months, to be called for at McCoubrey Brothers 
Book-store. James Doyle had also a mail carrier. All parcels left 
at Andrew Quirk's, opposite Hunter & Co., Water Street, were at-
tended to. Quirk's was near where the present Atlantic Book-store 
now stands. Andrew Drysdale despatched a careful man to bring 
letters and parcels to . and from Harbor Grace. All letters and par-
cels left at the office of James Fox & Co. were attended to. After 
the days of the packet boats steamers plied across the Bay the 
"Lady Le Merchant," "Ellen Gisborne," "Blue Jacket," "Lizzie," and 
"Lady Glover," but when the railway "ran" to Harbor Grace they 
were dispensed with. Obstruction was at first tendered the carrying 
on of the railway. The people of "Fox Trap" protested against the 
railway going through that village, and for a time things looked 
serious. The police were called to subdue the villagers. Judg~ 
Prowse tells an incident in connection with what is known in history 
as the "Battle of Fox Trap." The Judge noticed a man sharpening a 
knife on a grinding stone, and looking viciously at His Honor h'-~ 
said: "If ee comes through my garden I'll put ee through your · 
gizzard." 
In 18 4 2 the first grand temperance procession took place, the 
largest ever seen in St. John's. The same year the Natives Society 
held a ball in the old Factory in honor of the birth of an heir to th~ 
British Throne, the late King Edward. At nine o'clock the arrival 
of His Excellency the Governor was announced, and then the ranks 
of beauty and fashion were immediately formed. The company num-
bered from 4 0 0 to 50 0 persons. The President of the Society opened 
the ball with Lady Bonnycastle. It was a most enjoyable affair. Lady 
Harvey was ill and therefore could not attend at the ball. Governor 
Harvey proposed the toast "Prosperity to Newfoundland, health and 
happiness to all who will co-operate in promoting it." Dr. Kielly 
' -
proposed a bumper to Lady Harvey. Professor Stuwitz was sent here 
in the fifties by the Norwegian Government. He was a professor of 
natural philosophy, and callle to extend }lis studies, but the climate 
• 
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affected his health, and he died at St. John's in 1842. He journeyed 
into the interior and said there was wealth enough here to sup or 
m.Llions of people. He had one of the most largest and dl" Pt· t 
s 1n-g uished funerals ever seen at St. John's. 
Before the erection of a Poor House the invalided poor were 
ltept in private houses; afterwards "camps" or "poor sheds" were 
bu!lt. These were very crowded structures. In a letter to the late 
Sir Ed ward Dalton Shea, then Acting Colonial Secretary, Governor 
Ba;lnerman wrote as follows in relation to the "poor sheds., 
Government House, 
13th June, 1860. 
Sir, I am directed by His Excellency the Governor to transmit 
you a letter from the Co:rpmandant of the Garrison, referring to one 
from the Colonial Secretary, under date May 22nd, 1860, relating to 
the surrender to the military authorities of the ground now occupied 
·' the "poor sheds," and which surrender the Honourable Mr. Kent 
wif.,hed to have postponed until the new "Poor House" shall be com-
pleted, in the "fall of the year." His Excellency desires me to re-
quest that you will name a fixed date for its surrender, and acquaint 
him therewith. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient and humble servant, 
W. J. COEN, Private Secretary. 
The poor paupers were not treated as they ought to have been, 
if we read Mr. Parsons' criticism on their treatment which he deliv-
ered in the Assembly in 18 52. He said in part: "There are forty 
panpers in the "camps." Six sleep in a room; each person is allowed 
a half pound of soap, they drink kiln dried tea without molasses, and 
one pound of beef on Sundays. They sleep on canvas cases filled with 
str.aw." Now it must be remembered that in those years much pov-
erty existed all over the country due to the failing fisheries and to 
the potato blight. As I write my mind's eye is centered on the pre-
sent Poor Asylum, which is not all that could be desired, and we all 
hoj)e ere long that the poor creatures who go there to end their days 
will be more comfortably attended to in a year or two. The idiot and 
the lunatic were kept in the old Hospital, and from there they were 
taken to Palk's Farm. Dr. Stabb says in his report for 1848: "The 
hcuse at Palk's Farm affords the means of cleanliness and some com-
fort for the insane, and but little beside the means required for 
clB.ssification do not exist, not even so as to allow of the separation 
of the noisy from the quiet. The number of attendants are three, be-
sic~ e the Manager, matron and kitchen maid, in all six persons. I 
shall never forget the sight when the lunatics who for years had been 
confined in the cells at the Hospital were brought to the Asylum, their 
haggard looks, and the fright of my assistants who had never seen 
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a lunatic before, at the presence of so many insane persons, formed 
a picture whic~ i~ indelibly impressed on my mind. It is notorious 
that the first day the men were in the woods a gentleman from town 
fell in with them to his great astonishment when at their work, and 
the first man that approached him with his load on his shoulder, he 
recognized as one of desperate character, as a lunatic who had been 
chained in a cell for 15 years. So inconvenient is the Provisional 
Asylum that the attendants have no separate rooms or sleeping 
places, nor a. closet nor cupboard to themselves for any purpose. The 
matron has to discharge the duties of housekeeper and cook, yet she 
as well as the kitchen maid is frequently required to assist in man-
aging the patients." The insane are getting better treatment as years 
go by, and it is contemplated, so we believe, to still make their lot 
more happ.y in the future. The first Asyl urn was erected in 18 53. 
Since then alterations have taken place, and it has been considerably 
enlarged. 
Elections in St. J ·ohn's were fraught with much violence and in-
timidation in the old times. Those were the days of ''open vo.ting,'' 
long before the coming of ''penny buns, paper collars, and the ballot 
box." Many a citizen got a black eye, and it is on record that a well 
known citizen died from the effects of a beating which he had re-
ceived at the hands. of those who supported the cause which he had 
opposed. After a voter left the booth room he was taken notice of o-y 
the crowd outside, and if he was not pleasing to their ideas, or in 
other words, if he had not voted the ''~traight ticket,'' as we say 
nowadays, he was in for a drubbing. The crowd would, to use an 
expression, at the time, ''run him.'' Tl1is mea11t tl1at they 'vould 
push the poor unfortunate individual before them, kicking him and 
on times trampling him utider foot. James 'I'ubrid, a well-known 
citizen, after coming out of a booth in the forties, was seized going 
• 
down Water s ·treet. The crowd rushed him down the street to Becl\ 's 
Cove and trampled on him. Even the 1\Iagistrate of that date, 
Thomas Bennett, Esq., entered the poll booth on one occasion with a 
revolver in his possession. ''The Douglas Election'' of 1840 was a 
stirring one. The election took place on the 20th of May. A descrip-
tion of it from the ''Patriot'' is as follo\\-s: ''At ten o'clock the 
popular candidate took his place, surrou11ded by his friends. Shortly 
afterwards O'Brien came fot·ward, supported by Fathers Waldron, 
Walsh and Forrestal, and Messrs. Nugent and Kent, and erected his 
flags. O'Brien himself was trimmed with green, and carried a green 
banner in his hand, his followers also \Vearing green badges. The 
popular -candidate had nothing, nor ·his friends, to distinguish them 
beyond their respectable appearance. By agreement betwe·en the 
candidates, four individuals of each party were deputed to stand at 
the polling table to · examine the qualifications of the voters. Mr. 
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Douglas' fottr 'vere Mr. Walsh, Mr. puggan, Mr. Brine and Mr. Bar-
ron. O'Brien's were Father Walsh, Father Waldren, ~ohn V. Nugent 
and John Kent.'' No-.:n tl1is is a sample of how elections were carried 
Ollt in the days of our forbears. It is not needful that I should de-
tail m.ore fully the riots caused by elections in 1861. This was a sacl 
affair; a priest was shot and three citizens were killed. The soldiers 
had .to fire on the mob after the reading of the riot act. This was 
called the ''McLea Elections.'' A general commotion was begun; 
windo"rs viere broken in the stores of prominent citizens. Kitchen's 
shop was made a complete wreck. This st()re stood at the corner of 
McBride's Hill, 'vhere now stands the building lately 
vacated by the Bank of Nova Scotia. The troops "\vere called out 
in command of Major Grant. The Major and Father 
O'Donnell did their best to disperse the crowd. The Major was 
struck on the head with a stone, and both himself and Adjutant 
Quill were hooted and ar1 attempt made to unhorse them. The prompt 
action of Bishop Mullock greatly assisted in restoring order. The 
bells of the Cathedral commenced ringing, and this had the good 
effect of taking the people up to the sacred edifice. where His Lord-
ship advised them to retire in peace to their home·s. The calling of 
the candidates at the elections of 1840 were merchants. Jas. Doug-
las was a Scotchman, and a very liberal minded gentleman. He was 
also for years Commissioner of roads, and a prominent supporter of 
J_Jiberalism. Robert John Parsons, who for forty years represented 
St. John's East, speaks highly of Douglas for the support he re-
ceived from him in his tribulations. O'Brien was afterwards a mem-
ber of tl1e Legislative Council, a nd was in the absence of the Gover-
1lOr raised to the position of Government Administrator. O'Brien was 
an Irishman, and in hi~ early days worked at the coopering trade. 
In 18 3 6 Messrs. Grieve, Gill .and Keough were called out _by an fn-
fiuential number of citizens, but the tumult caused by those opposed 
to th em 'vas so grea.t that they declined to be nominated. Stones 
were th rown through the windows of the committee room, and the 
crowd clamoured for Carson, :f\1:orris and ~Kent. At another election 
a m an named Mullowney, on seeing an opponent passing his door, 
rushed out of his house with pistol in hand, and clapping it against 
his opponent's breast, made him kneel down and beg his pardon. At 
Harbor Grace and Ca:rbonear some rediculous parts were ta.ken in 
elections. On one occasion a resident of Mosquito (now Bristol's 
Hope) was to give evidence against one or two men who had dis-
turbed the peace. On th.e night previous to his having to appear at 
court, he was visited by a number of men with ''l)lackened faces,'' 
and was made fall on his knees, while a musket was pointed at his 
breast to cause him to withdraw his evidence. When a local govern-
ment was granted in 1832 ther~ was p.o public building in which the 
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members could assemble. For two sessions they occupied a houGe 
owned by one Mary Travers, whom I notice petitioned the Assembly 
in 18 3 4 for rent due her for the use of her house for Legislative pur-
poses for the two preceding sessions of the Assembly. A woman 
named Tappan, called "Nell Tappan," used to take a prominent part 
in politics. She used to visit the Assembly, and in 1861, the year of 
the riots, at a meeting on the King's Beach of the Liberals, Mrs. Tap-
pan occupied a foremost place on the hustings. After the members 
vacated the house of Mary Travers, they took up their quarters in the 
old Court House, which stood on the site of the Department of Pub-
lic Works. It was called the "Yello'v House," and Chief Justice Nor-
ton, an Irishman, designated it "hen house." Adjacent to the Court 
House stood the scaffold on which criminals were hanged. Mrs. Sno'v 
and Do"\vney were executed there, and t'vo others , for the murder of 
John Sno,v, wife of Mrs. Snow. Women were hanged as well as men, 
and one Catherine Brown paid the death penalty for the murder of 
her husband some twenty years or so before t h e execution of Mrs. 
Snow. In 1848 a session of the Legislature was held in Hon. James 
Tobin's new buildings, which were erected after the fire of 1846. 
These buildings stood where no'v stands the office of Hearn & Co., 
and the store of Horwood the grocer, Water Street East, adjacent to 
"Job's Cove." In the days of the early Legislature times were Uvely 
in the Legislature, and the members were, with few exceptions, bril-
liant debaters, and they continually kept up a cross fire at each other, 
Government and Opposition. Among the most notable were Kent, 
Shea, Parsons, Emerson, Simms, Hoyles, Morris, Glen, Hoghsett, 
Talbot and Renouf. There was also Mr. Nugent. Now in relation to 
"this gentleman there is an interesting incident in his history. At the 
time that he edited the "Vindicator" he was sued for libel by Judge 
Simms, and a jury gave a verdict for Mr. Simms for £150. That same 
year lVIr. Nugent was elected with Messrs. Carson and O'Brien, repre-
sentatives for St. John's. He was arrested by Capias at the suit of 
Judge Simms and cast into prison in the Debtor's Cell for the sum 
obtained against him in the libel case. While in prison Messrs. 
Thomas Bennett, Grieve and Keough sent him £20 to help to defray 
the cost of his libel. These were his political opponents. Mr. Nugent 
declined to accept the money. In less than twenty-four hours a pub-
lic S1lbscription was collected for to pay the sum sought for, and Mr. 
Nugent ·was freed from prison. He was carried in a triumphial car 
around the town. While in prison he received an address, to which 
he replied as follows: 
Gentlemen, I receive with feelings of gratitude, on such an oc-
casion as the present, your kind, warm hearted and flattering address. 
I have always loved the native character of Newfoundlanders, and it 
vv-as because I thought their merits and virtues, their talents and 
,. "' "' ' .• .. .. ' .. . . .. ~ ., 
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worth not fully appreciated by their rulers, and that they still lab-
ored under the influence of an antiquated and corrupt system of ex-
clusion from the government favours, and because I saw the offices 
of the government bestowed upon strangers while they were treated 
with cold and heartless neglect in their native Ia.nd, that I have ex-
erted my humble energies for their emancipation. Gentlemen, the 
sympathy and congratulations of such men are more than sufficient 
to make amends for the outrages and indignities, the worries and in-
. 
justice I have sustained in the cause of the people. It Fs to me the 
best pledge that my conduct hitherto has had the approval of the vir-
tuous and _ the good, and this, believe me, is the highest reward that 
can be bestowed upon a public man, the strongest incentive to per-
severance in a glorious cause. Please, therefore, to accept my heart-
felt thanks for your kind address. 
JOHN VALENTINE NUGENT. 
Her Majesty's Gaol, St. John's, 14th December, 1842. 
The coming of steam to this country was a blessing. The first 
steamer seen at St. John's was a ship of war, the ''Spitfire.'' She 
was here in 1840. The St. George and the John McAdam arrived in 
1842. Those steamers were a ''sight'' to the residents, who turned 
out en masse to see them. A newspaper speaking of ·the incident 
said: ''All countries and places, we believe, except this unfortunate 
Island, seems to have steam navigation. Newfoundland car1not yet 
boast of possessing a steamer.'' On one occasion Bishop Fleming 
left the steamer Britannia off Cape Race and came to St. John's in ~a 
Western boat. The ''North America," in command of Captain Rich-
·ard Meagher, was the first steamer to bring freight and passengers to 
St. John's. She arrived to Matthew Stuart on the 24th of April, 
1844, in two and a half days from Halifax. J. Whitney, Esq., her 
owner, came passenger by the ship, and G. Gardner, Esq., of the firm 
of W. & H. Thomas. The ''North America'' was replaced the year 
following by the ''Unicorn.'' In after years well known steamers 
came along. The ''Falcon," ''Kestrel," ''Osprey," ''Merlin," and 
others. St. John's also had steamers arriving from Galway, Ireland. 
known as the ''Galway Line,'' whieh used to call at Shea & Co.'s pre-
mises, then called ''The Galway Wharf.'' ·In the sixties one of. the 
''Galway boats'' came to St. John's having on board ''sixty stow-
a,vays," miserably clad, poor fellows who came from Ireland, the 
times there being very poor. An old friend of mine infor·med me 
that one of the stowaways was a baker, a11d remained here for a 
while and worked at his calling, after which he left for the United 
States and joined the army, the war between the Northern and 
Southern States then being in progress. 
The ''Gazette'' was the first newspaper; . it was published in 
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18.07. Its editor and owner was Mr. John Ryan, a Loyalist, and a 
proprietor of a paper at New York, after which he came to St. John, 
New Brunswick, where he published the Royal Gazette, and was 
known as the King's Printer. On the removal of the local govern-
ment from St. John to Fredericton, Mr. Ryan resigned and came to 
St. John's, Newfoundland. He used to wear his hair in the style of 
King George III. 
In 1813 Haire and Lee, the former a trader and the latter a 
printer (being 15 years old), applied to the Governor of that date 
for permission to publish a newspaper. St. John's have had many 
neyvVspapers in the past, amongst the best known was the "Public 
Ledger," published by Winton, on whom an attack was made in 1835 
while on a visit to Harbor Grace. A number of men, painted like 
Indians, seized him in company with a Captain, a friend of Winton's, 
and cut off his ears. The perpetrators were never found out, though 
a large reward was offered. On another occasion, one of his appren-
tices was blindfolded in the streets of St. John's and was led to a 
house. The room where they brought him was tapestried with 
blankets. Two fellows in black frocks went through the ceremony of 
questioning him, after which they led him back blindfolded to the 
place from which they had taken him. A newspaper which made 
mention of the occurrence called it "Blind Buck O'Davy.'' The "New-
foundlander" was edited by John Shea, Esq., "Times," McCoubrey; 
"Patriot," Parsons; "Mercantile Journal," Donald Lee ( evi-
dently the person who in 1813 requested the Governor 
for the privilege of publishing a newspaper), "Post," Ward; 
"Indicator," Jordan and Royal; "Morning Courier," first Beck, then 
Daniels, and afterwards Woods; "Star," Burton; then there was the 
"Telegraph," "Comet," "Pilot," "Vindicator,'' "Banner," a temper-
ance production, "Day Book," "Daily News," "Chronicle," "Record," 
"Temperance Journal," "Advocate," "Free Press," "Colonist," "Our 
· Country," "Tribune," and others. In the year 1842, the "Nation," 
published at Dublin, Ireland, refused to exchange with the St. John's 
newspapers because they had published verses from the "Nation" and 
had not stated that the verses were copied from that newspaper. Rob-
ert John Parsons was the most fearless of all the editors of the newspa-
pers. For publishing in the "Patriot," "Stick \a pin here," being a 
criticism of Judge Boulton, known as the "hanging judge," he was 
sentenced to pay a fine of £50 and to go to prison for three montha. 
After he was released a banquet was given in his honor. While in 
prison he had many sympathizers; some of the women of St. John's 
were anxious to have him released shortly after he was imprisoned, 
and a stirring letter was written to the press by a woman on his 
sterling qualities. While in prison he was visited by his sister who 
informed him that Judge Boulton ·would let him free if he would 
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divulge the author of "stick a pin here," but he never did. Great in-" 
ducements were held out to him to do so, all of which he spurned. 
Mr. Charles Parsons, printer, is a son of the renowned Tribune editor, 
1vho for so many years battled for the cause of the people generally, 
and for the district which he so ably represented. 
The facilities offered for getting water was very poor indeed. The 
,vater ,vas impure in many instances, wells "did the needful." In a 
report by James Douglas, Esq., for 1845, he says, speaking of the 
water supply: "In many localities they are supposed to draw their 
supply from pools and streamlets. Many of the streams which 
water the town in their 'vinding courses through the various sections 
form not only the source from which the people obtain their supply 
of water for all purposes, but are also the only receptacles to receive 
and carry off all impurities, which are carelessly conveyed to them.'' 
It was a Scotchman named lVIcAuslin who constructed the first reser-
voir that was ever built at St. John's. This was at Beck's Cove. It 
contained forty puncheons of water, the iron work and fittings were 
constructed at McAuslin's forge at Beck's Cove. By pulling down a 
handle which was attached to a brass valve in the conduit a supply 
of water was held. A fire plug was also connected with the pipes. In 
the days before the water came from Windsor Lake · George's Pond, on 
Signal Hill, used to supply the residents, and before that time, and 
even then, pumps and w·ells 1vere in town. There was a tank near 
the Botanical Gardens on Military Road capable of containing 14 0 0 
gallons of 'vater supplied by springs. The tank was walled and cov-
ered with plank. The tank was provided with a hatch for the admis-
sion of the hose from a fire engine in case of need. A small tank 
was sunk at Prescott Street, and a well and pump was at Monkstown. 
In Tarrahan's Tovvn a well was sunk with pump. The ground was 
supplied by Mr. P. Tarahan. A good depth had to be made to strike 
a spring at this place. Cook's Town had a well with pump. There 
was a well at King's Road; land for the same was provided by Mr. 
Ryland. Near the Ordnance Yard there was a well and pump at the 
"Marsh Hill," there was a tank which contained about sixty tuns of 
water. There was a tank at Cuddihy's Lane. There was Carroll's 
Well, Apple Tree Well, Barking Kettle, Bell Shute, "Garrett's Well, 
Bray's Well, and Garrison Hill Well. 
The British Society, one of the oldest of . our societies, was 
founded about 7 9 years ago. It was projected on very small begin-
nings. Each member had to pay an entrance fee of 7 shillings and 
six pence, and . a monthly fee of one and sixpence. Mr. Bowden, 
father-in-law of Mark Chaplin, Esq., "The King of Tailors," in a 
speech which he delivered ih 18 8 7, at the celebration in connecti.on 
with the Society's Jubilee, said: "I remember being carried in my 
father's arms, and sometimes driven in a wheelbarrow to the meet-
• 
ings of the club held in Dammerall's shoemaker's shop, and also have 
a faint remembrance that at the close of each meeting the members 
repaired to the bar room, of which Mr. Darp.merall was the pro-
prietor, for the purpose of ''whetting their whistles.'' After,vards the 
club met in a dwelling house at the foot of Garri8on Hill, owned by 
J. K. Moore, Esq., then President.'' 
Those who could not see eye to eye with Governor LeMarchant's 
policy made him in effigy and had him drawn through the streets the 
summer of 18 52. On the breast of the effigy glistened a star, and 
t'vo ornamented his coat tails, epa11lettes, military boots, silver laced 
trousers, a cocked hat a11d plumes completed his l1abilin1ents. The crov·vd 
passed up Military Road and down Garrison Hill, through Water St. 
and up Cochrane Street, where they halted before the G·overnment 
-
House. The effigy was then fastened to the pailings of the fence 011 
the Mall. A match was put to the fuses between the stars on his coat 
tails, and with a loud explosion he was blown into the air, while the 
crowd cheered. 
Gas was introduced in 1845. R.obert Job, Esq., grandfather of 
Messrs. William and Robert Job, of the firm of Job Brothers, was the 
first President of the Gas Co. The same year the principal stores on 
both sides of Water Street were lit up with gas for the first time. 
Hundreds of citizens tt1rned out to witness the sight. Among the 
first lighted were the stores of W. & H. Thon1as, McBride & Kerr, 
and Bowring Brothers. Argand lamps were in use previous to gas 
being used. In the ''Herald,'' previous to the Christmas season of 
.l915, there appeared in my ''Old St. John's'' notes, some me11tio11 of 
the signs used in the days of our forebears, which I '''ill ii1clt1cle 
now with others which appeared in the ''Royal Gazette'' of 18 0 7. 
These signs were over taverns. There vvas the ''London Tavern.'' It 
was in this tavern that the Irishmen first met . to organize the Irish 
Society. It was kept by Cornelius Quirlr. I mentio11 this fact as it . 
is of more than passing interest. The signs of the other taverns 
were as follows: ''Bunch of Grapes," ''Rose and Crown," ''Ship," 
''Britannia," ''Nelson," ''Tavern in all Weathers," ''Flower Pot," 
''Hope," "Struggler," ''Dove," ''Roy ... al Standard," ''Ship Assistance,~ :~ 
''Angel," ''Agincourt," ''Blue Ball," ''Sholllder of Mutton," ''Swan," 
''Red Cow,'' ''Jolly Fisherman,'' ''White Heart," "Royal Oalr," "Sail-
or," ''Weathersheaf," ''Bird in Hand," ''Union Flag," ''Duke of Yorl{,'' 
''Three Crowns '' and ''Plough at Brine's Bridge.'' 
' . 
Now we had a better class of hotels and ta"trerns at a later date, 
the names of some of which I .have found in my researches. The 
Colonial Inn was kept by Mrs. Dooley in the 'Vest End, the ''Victoria 
House'' was opposite Stuart's premises and was de::;troyed at the time 
of the. fire of 18 4 6. Mrs. Mullowney was propriet~ess of the "Vic-
toria House.'' It was at this hotel that the first Roman C~tholic 
.. 
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Chief Justice ''put up," Judge Norton. He had a suite of rooms 
there. The ''Globe Tavern'' was owned by Patrick Doyle. Patrick 
Kielty was proprietor of tb.e ''Commercial Hotel.'' Kielty's ''Long 
Room'' was attached to the hotel, and it was in this room that many 
a rousing meeting was held. Politicians and the public generally 
used to have access to the ''Long Room.'' The hustings were erected 
near the ''Long Room,'' and after near Perchard and Boags' premises9 
near the foot of Church Hill, the hustings was where the political 
leaders used to deliver their speeches to the voters, and after it was 
made a place for voting. ''Ward's Hotel,'' ''Firth's Hotel,'' ·''Clifton 
House'' and ·''Knight's Home'' were well patronized places. In. 1839 
''Kielty's Hotel'' was destroyed . by fire, after which he ''shifted his 
quarters'' to the King's Beach. 
''Pigs and dogs walk at large, as well as any other gentlemen,', 
said Sir }3rian Robi11son many years ago from his seat in the Assem-
bly, and it was the case. The grand jury and the press were neve~· 
done talking about this nuisance. Pigs wandered about the streets, 
goats and dogs in abundance also persued their daily and nightly 
avocations. Even the pigs of some of the most prominent men of 
tl1e tirr1e were not exempt from imprisonment.. A pig owned by 
Jarn es Douglas, Esq., wandered into the yard of the prison where 
now stands the Board of Works Office, and he was seized by Joseph 
Score, and a pig owned by Hon. John Warren was seized on another 
occasion. Both pigs were sold. The old folks were annoyed with 
the ''squealers." All this is changed, yet on occasions ourselves are 
often bothered with a pig or a cow now and then running at large. 
The pigs were sold by a salesmaster. Mr. John Freeman acted at 
one time in that capacity. He was appointed in 1840; prior to tha,t 
there was no proper officer. The seizing officer got half the money 
derived from the sale of a pig. Some more went for poundage and 
· selling officers, and the balance went to the crown. We remember 
ourselves, many of us, how goats and pigs rambled around the city, 
and were corralled _by Peter Le Estrange, iwho was an old soldier, 
tall and dignified looking in appearance, and dressed in an imposing 
costume. The ''piggery'' or pound was then kept beside the old 
Court House, and the morgue stood near by, on the site of the pre-
sent elaborate Supreme Court building. 
Boat races was a favorite enjoyment, and for ·two whole days the 
races were kept up at Quidi Vidi. Many dollars were lost and won, 
and many crowns were cracked. The boats were substantially con-
structed, some of them were brought from Halifax. Loveys was an 
expert builder of race boats. The ''Lucy Long'' was built by Loveys, 
and in her day had few equals. These boats measured thirty-six .feet 
in length. The ''Lucy Long'' was painted white with a red streak; 
she bore a whlte and red fiag and b~r crew wore white ell~rts an~ 
~ 
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white caps with red facings. The Gem was a vermillion color, with a. 
black streak and red flag, with her name in the centre. Her cre.w 
wore red caps trimmed with black and white sl1irts. The Lallah 
Rookh was painted blue with a gilt streak, with blue and yellow · 
flag, blue shirts and blue caps. The Ferryland Lass was painted 
pink with white streak, pink flag, white shirts worn by her crews, 
and pink cap. The Repeal was painted green with white streak, 
g1~ee11 fl&g. IIer crew wore white shirts and green ·caps. The ·Quiz 
\\ ·~~s pai11tecl black with gilt streak, black caps, trimmed with yellow, 
black square flag with yellow border. The Ripple was painted black; 
cre,vs " ., ore 'vhite shirts, blue trimmings and blue caps, and at foot 
carried blue flag. At Mount Pearl, Bally Haly and Flower Hill horse 
races took place and were well attended; ploughing matches were 
also in vogue. The first ploughing match took place in June, 1842, 
and nine ploughs were entered. The plough of Hon. C. F. Bennett 
had to be withdrawn, his very fine pair of ho.rses being too spirited to 
offer a hope of success. The prizes were awarded by the Judges in 
the following order:-Mr. Reed's plough, 1st prize; Hon. Mr. Mor-
ris's, 2nd prize; Mr. Coaker's, .3rd prize. Dr. Carson, the President, 
on giving the first prize, addressed Mr . . Reed's ploughman thus: ''As 
the first President of the first Agricultural Society of New~oundland, 
I have much pleasure in presenting to you the first premium awarded 
by the Society to agricultural merit. I have no doubt you will esti-, 
mate it as you ought. Your children and yo.ur grandchildren wil~ 
with pride and delight record the transactions of this day when Ne,v-
foundland shall have obtained that rank ·among agricultural coun-
tries for . which Nature has fitted her, and which has been retarded 
through ignorance and cupidity.'' The schools in the first half of 
tl1e nineteenth century were sparse. . The Charity School was in the 
old factory on Garrison Hill. It was founded by Mr. Samuel Codner. 
a merchant of St. John's, who went to England after he retired fro:rn 
business, where he died. The Orphan Asylum Scl1ool, founded by · the 
Benevolent Irish Society. The Academy at Castle 'Rennie on the road 
' . . 
to Signal Hill, was opened in 1844. There were a number of s¢hool.s 
also beside the above places of learning. I may mention that Profes-
sor O'Donovan was said to have no superior in all Newfoundland as 
a teacher . . This gentleman settled d.own at Carbonear where h~ as-
~~med charge of the Grammer School. The ·Kelly Brothers, 1\ies~rs. 
William and Walter, are gra!ldsons of the famous Professor O'D~no~~:n~ 
Mr. Nugent kept scho.ol at the Eton Buildings · on Monlrstown Roaa ;. 
Hon. Thomas Talbot taught in a residence _in the fi~ties on Duck..: 
. . . . . . 
wor.t~ Street, opposite Dr. _  Renouf's dwelli~g; ~r~ S~inm_s ha~ ·~· sc~~o~_ 
~t the head-of Prescott Street. Females taught. the . young ·tn. inany 
parts of. the city, and a Regimental School was at Sig~al Hi_Il, to whi~h 
many of the sons and daughters of the military wont. Tonsorial. _a~~ 
... 
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li~ts were up in their business, and the charge for their work "'as a 
great deal cheaper than now. Phelan, the wig~aker, w.J.s a profes-
~ionaL, and had 118 go~1~ to the 8tate~ would probably have arua~;;;e1 
·wealth ln his calling. White, who resided on Wrtter Street, adver-
tised largely through the press an assortment of ladies and gentle-
men's wiggs and hair, also frizzes, ringlets, bows and braids; he sharp-
ened razors and paid strict attention to the cutting of children's hair. 
Blackwood Brothers were renowned hair dressers. A hair cut cost four 
pence, and a shave two pence. A barber named Andrews, who kept 
a store nearly opposite where the premises of Alan Goodridge & Sons 
now stands, was the first to introduce a shampoo. 
advertisement:-
"Now, gentlemen, if you love ease, 
And want a shave that's sure to please, 
Call in at Andrews' place; 
You will not find, although you rove, 
From Riverhead to Maggotty Cove, 
He says in his 
So good a shave for giving a smooth face." 
The :fire of 1892 destroyed some fine public buildings. The 
Atheneaum and the Scotch Kirk, both structures were on Duckworth 
Street; the former was on the site of the present Museum building, 
and the Kirk was on the opposite side. The Commercial Building 
where the merchants assembled, was a little to the east of the Athen-
eaum. It was built by Croke the Architect in the forties, and was of 
stone, a fine, roomy building. The Atlantic Hotel was where now 
stands the Custom House. It was an imposing structure, and was 
"run" by J. W. Foran, Esq. The furniture Factory Show Room was 
on Duckworth Street; the "Market House" building was on the site 
of the present Supreme Court. The Market House, Custom House, 
Court House and Colonial Building were in course of eonstruction in 
the early fifties. The Parliament Buildings were opened for business 
in 1850. The old Court House was where the Board of Works office 
now stands. Government .House was begun in 18 2 5 and finished in 
1_ 8 2 8. The Custom House stood on the King's Beach, the front of 
it "faced" Water Street. William Parker and Patrick Reid were the 
contractors and builders, and John McPherson clerk of the work. It 
was built in 1848. James Purcell was architect and contractor for 
the Colonial Building (House of Assembly), and Patrick Keough was 
the superintending inspector. The Factor-y- was on Garrison Hill, and 
school and net making was taught there, and in old times it was a 
favorite place of resort for amateur playactors, and for balls, and 
parties, and meetings generally. The old St. Andrew's Church was a 
neat wooden building with a. spire 110 feet high; it was built in 1847 .. 
.. 
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The Methodist Church destroyed in the fire of 18 9 2· was a brick 
structure with stone facings, erected in 18 57. In 18 56 the old wood-
en building in which the Methodist people had · worshipped for up-
wards of half a century, was launched to the opposite side of the 
street on a platform to a piece of vacant ground kindly given by Mr. 
Grieve. A handsome brick structure, one of the prettiest looking in 
the city, now stands on the site of the old church. The old Presby-
terian Free Church was built in 1850, not now in existence. It was 
built of wood, and was a very neat building. The CongregatiGnal 
Church was a neat stone building, built In 1853. The Native Hall 
was on Military Road, and was blown down the fall of the .big gale of 
1846. Some of those mentioned are still standing, the others were 
all destroyed by fire. For some of the above information I am in-
debted to Rev. Phillip Toque's ''Newfoundland as it was and as it ts 
in 18 7 7. '' The ''year of the cholera,'' so calle.d by the old folks, was 
in 1854. Large numbers of people died with that disease. The 
clergymen of all denominations were kept busy night and day attend-
ing the dying. Amongst them was the Church of England clergy-
man, Rev. Mr. Bridge, who was one of the most attentive, and who 
was respected and loved by all creeds and classes. Chloroform was 
first used at St. John's in 1848; Dr. Carson used it on a lady, and it 
was used a week or t'Yo afterwards by Dr. Kielly on patients in the 
General Hospital, who were operated on by the learned Doctor for 
various diseases and with success. 
Strangers to St. John's,. visiting it now and again, were always 
found speaking well of its hospitality, and of the healthy appearance of 
its fair sex. A writer in the sixties said: ''The women we have seen in 
our daily walks were all models of robust health, broad chested, firm · 
stepping, stout, strong, healthy lassies, and as plump as partridges in 
the fall. Another writer, breaking into poetry about them, said: 
'' No girls you'll find 
To please your mind, 
Like the girls of Newfoundland.'' 
The male residents were not a wit behind for generosity nor appear-
ance. A fine race of men dwelt here in the days of old, among them 
being the· ''sons of Erin,'' the men from the ''land of Burns,'" and 
from the '·'chalky cliffs of Albion.'' The Irish were noted ·for their· 
hospitality·. The Rev. ·Mr. Brewster, a gentleman of the Methodist, 
· Church, said about Erin's sons: ''Paddy's benevolence knows · no 
bounds. - If I wanted to make my friends happy I would engage Iriah 
benevolence to furnish the table.'' The Rev. Mr. Brewster· was a 
worthy gentleman, and for years was a resident of '"Terra ·Nova, do· 
ing good wor~ in tlle ~~lling for which God h3d chosen him. 
• 
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.During the· past one hun~red years many men and women of 
.E,oyal blood have visited the shores of Newfoundland. Prince Wil-
liam Henry, af_terwards William IV. of England, was so far as I can 
discover, the first among the Royal blood to visit us. His Royal 
Highness was here so~e one hu~dred and twenty years ago. There 
are many stories told in relation to His Majesty's visit. It is said on 
one occasion he visited a gentleman of St. John's .at his home at 
Ap.ple Tree Well (now Brazil's Square.) The latter excus~d ·the ab-
sence of his wife on the grounds that it was washing day. Some years 
afterwar·ds the gentleman was on a visit to London and called on 
K"ing William at Kensington Palace. The King excused the Queen's 
absence, saying that he was sorry, it bei11g ''washing day.'' The 
Marqu~s of "'""aterford was at St. John's in 1835; he was accompanied 
py his brother, Lord William Beresford. In a fishing skiff they vis-
ited parts of Trinity Bay. A beautiful yacht named ''Gem'' was the 
. . 
property of the Marquis in which he visited our shores. For many 
years the visit of the Marquis was the talk of St. John's. The year 
1845 saw Prince Henry, third son of the King of Holland, -in our 
. . 
midst. He was tendered a grand reception by all classes, and at a 
ploughing match His .1\tlajesty spoke in eulogistic terms of the kind-
. . 
ness of· the · people of Newfoundland. Earl Cathcart arrived here in 
1-846, and he also .received an ovation from the citizens, and in 1849 
the -Earl of Dundonald came amongst us, and was welcomed with the 
customary warmheartedness of the people. His late Majesty, Albert 
Edward, King of England, was in St. John's in 18 60; His Majesty was 
given . ari ovation never equalled in the Colony's history. Many 
places of interest were visited by His Majesty, and at the races an 
( 
old Irish woman was heard to explain as she stood gazing on ·him: 
''Och, the dar lint' is as safe here as if he was in his mother's parlor.'' 
Prince and Princess Napoleon visited St. John's in 1861, and their 
Royalties were likewise feted; they spent a time at Virginia Waters 
and visited the different churches, and Bishop Feild of the Anglican 
Church and his clergymen paid the Prince and Princess a visit. The 
Duke and Duchess of Athol were in St. John's in 1864. They came 
here on board of a troopship which called to take coal, being on her 
way to England. The ship had on board 8 0 0 soldiers; they came 
o.n ·=sh·ore ·and Inarched through ·the town to th·e delight of the citizens. 
The p·res.ent .. King and Queen of Englal'lcl, · ·Geo.rge and Mary, ·God 
, . . . 
bless them, .. visited us in· ·19 01, and a: rlgh.t royal reception was given 
ill~:!n· ·· p~iiTd~ ·LoUis of Batte·nburg was here in 1905, ·and the writer 
t~kes pride ·in h·aving ·· in his p'ossessiori a letter from His Highne3·s 
·f.·ii~nking him· in his ·own · ·handwriting· for the· ''Ode· of -· welcome'' 
~hi'Ch~ he ·.c.om.pose·d on th·e ·vi's.it ·of the Prince. Earl ··Grey ·calle·d -here 
in ·1906, and like all the other notable -' personages was received with 
, . 
'~·open arms.'' Prince .Albe-rt ·· was here · also. The last of those of 
. . 
. . 
.. 
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Royal blood to see our shores was the Duke of Connaught. His 
Highness was at the opening of Bowring Park and also at a Review 
of our Brigades held in his honor at St. George's Field. 
St. John's sent as high as 153 sail of vessels 011e spring to the 
seal fishery. Some of the finest and most successful sealing masters 
were from St. John's. The names of some of them were: Mealey, 
Houlihan, Hallern, Halley, Purcell, Staunton, Burke, Chafe, Butler 
(the bulky boy), Aide, (Skysail Jack), French, Freeman, Boland, 
Carew, Barrington, Keefe, Feehan, Cummins, Barron, O'Neil, Silvey., 
Jackman, Brennock, Knight, Woodford, father of the Minister of 
Public Works, and Captain Ryan, father of Charles W. Ryan, · Esq., 
grocer, Theatre Hill, and ex-Municipal Councillor. Power the poet 
wrote a fe'Y verses on the spring of 18 6 7, when Captain Terrence 
Hallern was at the ice in the Esquimaux, and only got 400 seals. It 
was his first first spring in a steamer. Power said: 
'' The Mary Joyce is stuck in the ice, 
And so i~ the Ospray too; 
Captain Ryan left Terry behind 
To paddle his own canoe.'' . t 
Some of the old landmarks now not in existence were ''Dog's 
Town'' in the East End, ''Tarahan's Town,'' burnt in 1855, stood op-
posite St. Patrick's Hall, and extended to Prescott Street, ''Cribbies'' 
in the vicinity of Casey Street, ''Lazybank,'' ''Poke-em-path,'' and the 
''Tickle.'' These places were in the West End; the latter place was 
near Hutchings Street, a lot of old rookeries stood there. ''Tubrid'& 
Town'' was in the vicinity of Barnes' Lane. 
A large gathering of citizens was held at St. John's in the fall of 
1852. They were the advocates of Responsible Government. Speeches 
were delivered by the candidates at the ''Market House." Phillip 
Little, Esq., came out before the multitude bearing a silk banner red, 
white and green, and Robert John Parsons, Esq., held a white silk 
. 
banner, with a red, white and green border around it. 
wove the following paragraph into his speech which 
Mr. Parsons 
made great 
amusement for the people. He said: ''There is one remarkable cir-
cumstance attending this election, and it is this: the Tory leaders and 
. 
the Tory press are chagrined at the placid and peaceful appearance 
of the present proceedings. Hitherto they were amazed at the 
' 'riotous'' and ''tumultous'' conduct of the electors, now they are 
' 
amazed at the equanimity which prevails. There is no getting into 
their good graces. Did you ever hear of the trooper that was ordered 
to be :Hogged by the Irish drummer. The drummer wielded the lash 
and struck the culprit upon the shoulders. 'Oh,' said the trooper, 
'that's too high.' The drummer then struck lower down. 'Oh,' said 
• • 
• 
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the trooper, 'that's too low.' 'Blood and ounds,' said the drummer, 
'there's no pleasing you, strike high or strike low.' So it is with the 
Tories, strike high or strike low, you cannot please them.'' Those 
were stirring times, and their like we in all probability will never 
see more. 
The mode of admission to the Assembly debates was by tickets. 
The members gave tickets to their .friends, who then partook the priv-
ilege of occupying a prominent place. On one occasion Robert John 
Parsons, Esq., while standing in the gallery of the old Court, in which 
the Assembly used to ·be held, overheard a prominent member saying 
to a citizen who had asked him for a ticket: ''Are you one of us, did 
you vote for us? I will give those tickets only to our supporters.'' It 
was said that money was buried at various places in St. John's by 
pirates. In the forties a number of men left town one morning for 
a meadow near Michael Allan's farm on the Lo~g Pond Road. They 
brought spades, pick axes and mattocks, and w·ere at the work of ex-
cavation for some time when they noticed an individual, dressed in 
naval attire, wearing a high cocked hat, and carrying a large wooden 
sword. They took to their heels and ran back to town as fast as 
tlteir legs could carry them, thinking it was the ghost of son1e French 
. 
officer, for in the old days it is said the French bivouacked in that 
locality. The officer was Captain Harry Supple, who hct~ disguised 
himself to play a trick on the gold seekers. Pirates often hovered 
around the coast, and if' is said that they buried money · on the 
Island. Captain Knight was delegated to keep a sharp lookout for 
pirates in 1750 by Admiral Rodney, who was then at St. John's. He 
also had published at St. John's posters warning the soldiers and the 
fishermen to behave themselves to each other and not to be hooting 
while passing and repassing on the ''paths,'' which was a very fre-
quent occurrence. 
Mr. William Clouston, our respected fellow townsman, kindly 
permitted me to peruse a letter received from his aunt in 1912, in 
which I find the following: ''I feel sorry that I did not spend more 
time on Signal Hill where every rock and stone was dear to me; even 
Gibbet Hill, where once I was taken for the ghost of the man with-
out a head, and nearly scared a soldier out of his wits, and myself 
~.Iso." Gibbet Hill was above Maggotty Cove. The ''Crow's Nest'' 
Battery was built on it by Admiral Wallace in 1796. About this 
time the first ''block house'' was built. Mr. Clouston's aunt was the 
. 
daughter of Mr. Barrington Lodge, a well known military gentleman 
who dwelt at St. John's. It is said that when the soldiers were 
''blas~ing a rock''· near O~Dwyer's corner, after the fire of 18 4 6, two 
of them were killed. The soldiers rendered invaluable aid to the 
citizens at many fires. At a fire in the thirties one brave fellow was 
killed in a gallant attempt to· save children from a big fire which 
took place in the West End, 
'i 
. I • 
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Before concluding, we must say that at the Christmas season all 
things were gay. The mummers used to be out, dressed up in all 
conceivable shapes, and many an innocent citizen got a whack from 
the stout straps and bladders used by the ''fools.'' This game of sport 
was put down by law. That the foregoing pages may be of interest 
to whoever may secure this booklet, is my earnest desire; probably 
some future day I may be able to enlarge on ''Murphy's Old St . 
. 
John's.'' 
• 
) 
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The Bank of Nova Scotia 
Capital Paid Up .... $ 6,500,000 
Reserve Fund. . . . . . 12,000;000 
Tota l Assets. . . . . . . ~1.04,000,000 
Head Office - - Halifax N. S. 
General Manager:s Office, 
Toronto, - - -· - - Ontario 
Branches . in Canada. . . . . . 15 8 
,, 
'' 
'' West Indies. . 10 
'' United States. 3 
Branches in NEWii'OUNDLA~ND: 
John. Fenelon, 
Barrister and Solicitor 
and Notary Public 
~~ 
:-- .. --·-
Office: 
Board of. Trade Bldg. 
Bay Roberts, Bell Island, Bon- St. John's, 
avista, Bonne Bay, Brigus, Burin, 
- -
Nfld·. 
• 
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Carbonear, Channel, Fogo, Grand 
Bank, Harbor Gra~e, St. John's, 
Twilling ate, W esl eyvill e. 
This Bank having such a num-
ber of Branches offers excellent 
facilities for the transaction 9f 
every desc.ription of banking 
business. Letters of Credit and 
Travelling Cheques issued avail-
able in all parts of the world. 
SAVINGS DEPARTMENT. In-
terest at current rates is allowed 
on all deposits of One Dollar and 
upwards. 
Much · ~ ~ 
Our Patrons Say it for Us 
· McGuire's Bread I 
and Dandy Cake. 
TASKER COOK TELEPHONE !517, S94 
ames Pennock · 
Tinware, Stoves, Iron, 
Galvanized and Japan-
ned Goods, Enamelled 
Ware, etc. 
Orders Pron1pt/y attended to. 
WA'l:'ER STREET, ST. JOHN'S. 
-
• 
210 DUCKWORTH ST. 
(Corner Prescott Street) 
Stoves. 
Gothic Grates 
Tin and 
Sheetiron Ware 
REPAIRS PARTICULARLY ATTENDED T 
.. 
ewfoundland Penitentiary 
BROOM DEPARTMENT. 
BROOMS, HEARTH-BRUSHES, \VHISKS. 
A large stocl{ of Brooms, Hearth-Brushes and Whisks always on 
hand; and having reliable agents in Chicago and other principal cen-
tres for the purchase of Corn and other materia.!, we are in a posi-
tion to supply the trade with exactly the article required, and we feel 
:assured our styles and quality surpass any that can be imported. 
Give us a trial order, and if careful attention and right goods at 
right prices will suit, we are co11fident of being favored witl1 a share 
of your patronage. All orders addressed to the undersigned will re-
ceive prompt attention. 
A. A. PARSONS, Suderin·tendent. 
Newfoundland Penitentiary, March, 1914. 
Newfou land Notice to Mariners 
(NO. 9, OF 1915) 
CHANGE ISLANDS, ~OGO 
Longitude 54~ 25 W. 
Latitude 49~ 40 · N. 
Notice is hereby given that a Fixed Green Light is to be placed 
on the Northern side of the Western entrance of Change Islands 
Tickle duri11g the month of November. 
Character-A duplex burner inside a square lantern. 
Structure A post eight feet in height, painted white. 
Remarks-This light is a temporary one and will be exhibited 
until the closing of navigation this season. 
Authority-Inspector of Lighthouses . 
. 
A. \N. PICCOTT, 
IVIinister IVIarine & Fisheries. 
Department Marine and Fisheries, 
St. John's, Nfid., Nov. 6th, 1915. 
OTICE 
Tl1e attention of Schooner Owners is called to Sections 5, 8 and 
9 of the Harbor Regulations, which state that vessels anchored shall 
have a person on board to take care of them by day and night, and 
shall also leave sufficient fair way for the movements of other ves-
sels, etc. 
If the above Sectio11s are not complied with, action will be taken 
against parties viQlating the Regulations. 
~DVVARO ENGLISH, 
· , Harbor Maste.r. 
-:McGARRY'S CAFE-: 
202 Water Street 
Moir's Chocolates in Fancy 
Boxes. Moir's Fruit Cake. We 
cater to Wedding and Social Par-
ties. Hot and Cold Lunches 
. 
served till Midnight. 
In connection with our Cafe 
we are opening a splendid Fruit 
and Confectionery Store with a 
full line of the BEST GOODS. 
Telephone, 333a. J. ROSE ¥gr. 
P. H. COWAN 
IMPORTER OF 
VINOLA FLOUR 
KEROSENE OIL 
GASOLENE · 
LUBRICATING OIL 
.MOTOR GREASES 
ELASTIC CEM.EN,_f-
ROOFING PAINT 
ADDRESS 
276 Water St. St. John's . 
We have everything . you re-
quire in the Grocery and Provis-
ion line; also 
A CHOICE STOCK OF 
CIGARS, CIGARETTES and 
TOBACCOS. 
See our FANCY BISCUITS. 
Our 40c. TEA cannot be beaten. 
PRICES RIGHT. 
Charles W. Ryan, Theatre Hill 
THE OLD RELIABLE GROCERY 
. 
JAMES BRENNAN 
GENER.AL BLi\CKSMI'T'H 
ORNAMEliTAL RAILING FOR 
BURIAL PLOTS 
WM. M. CLAP~ 
M. H. A 
s~ARRISTER AT LAW 
OFFICE 
LAW CHAMBERS BLDG. 
PEl~LIN & Company 
WATER STREET ST. JOHN'S, N.F. 
GENERAL IMPORTERS OF · 
DRY GOODS, BOOTS and SHOES, 
and a large variety of Seasonable 
Goods 
Special attention given to out-
port orders. High-Class Goods 
always carried in stock. 
-
i :&W IW i 
FOR THE BEST LINES IN 
. LIQUORS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
Call or send your order to us. 
We import the Choicest Brands of 
WHISKY, BRANDY, RUM, GIN, 
WINES, ALES, BEERS 
and STOUTS 
-WITH-
;-~: CIGARS..,. and TOBACCOS of the~ :} 
CHOICEST <;UALITY. 
YOUR ORDER PLEASE. 
P. J. O'REILLY, 124;Water St. 
.. M -:&:.::I .... =·-- '*• 
Siiz'Oked Hams 
and Baco11 
Our own c11re; best on the 
market. Try us with a sample 
order. 
Made to Order at Shortest Notice H. J. Brownrigg 
PRESCOTT STREET 408 WATER ST. 
' 
Thomas O'Neill 
168-170 Water St . 
. ~,~---
Importer and Dealer in all 
kinds of 
• 
WINES, LIQUORS, etc 
D. & J. McCallum's 
PERFECTION WHISKY 
The Best Scotch 
P. 0. Box 184. Telephone 184. 
Cable Address 'GIBBS,' St. John's 
1». p. 61bbt K.C. 
Barrister-at-Law, Solicitor and 
Notarv Public. , 
Commissioner of Deeds for the 
State of New York. 
Solicitor for the Merchant Servi~e 
Guild, Liverpool. 
Law Offce: Bank of Montreal 
Building,_ Water Street, St. 
~ohn's, NewtoundlaDd. 
.. 
Office and Store: Adelaide Street. 
Stoneyard: Just East Custom 
House, Water Street. 
Telephone, 3 6 4. 
\1\1. J. ELLIS 
CONTRACTOR, BUILDER 
and APPRAISER 
Dealer in Cement Selenite, 
Blaster, Sand, Mortar, Brick, 
Drain Pipes, Bends, Junctions 
and Traps; Chimney Tops, all 
sizes; Plate Glass and 
CRUSHED STONE FOR CONCRETE. 
• 
.. 
• 
""-Garret rownrtgg 
102 Water Street East 
Dealer in all kinds 
Spirits & Liquors 
Cigars and Cigarettes 
------~~~lllCiitolDtA* 2 #Jt.:*9¥5m ... =e::;:ee: ¥ I d#;•;m 
To an· ers 
and 
Fisherrn .. n 
Nothing better than our BULLS-
EYE BOOTS and GOOD LUCK 
OILED CLOTHES. 
Robinson Export Co. 
AGENTS 
We stock ''Gills'' patent ''FOG 
HORNS.'' 
When Buying Your Stock 
We beg to remind you that we 
can furnish you with the Best 
Brands of 
Whisk3r, Brandy, Rum, Nines, 
and B.: ttled Ales, Stouts or Beers 
Local or oreign 
We have a splendid line of 
TOBACCO and CIGARS. 
N. J. Vinnicombe, 122 Duckworth St. 
Parker & Monroe, 
LIMITED 
Wear our makes of Fco wear. 
''P AMBLER'' for Metl, 
''VICTORIA'' and ' \ DUCHt:SS," 
for \\l o111en. 
''(~INDERELLA'' and 'PRINCESS' 
for Children. 
''ROVER," for Boys. 
. ... 
• 
Thotnas oady 
WHOLESALE and RETAIL 
11Jlporter yf and Dealer 
tn Wines, Spirits, Cig-
. arettes, Gig rs, and 
Tobaccos . 
• 
2 7 2 W A T E R 5' T. 8 T. J 0 H N '8 flJ. F. 
MANY HOUSE VI ·rEs 
have wondered how it is that 
their neighbours can always 
have such success with their 
bread. 
TI-IERE IS NO SECRET 
If they follow simple meth~ 
ods and always use 
VERBENA FLOUR 
Custo1n rf ailoring 
Do you want a NEvV OVER-
COAT or SUIT to be made in the 
LATEST AMERICAN OR BRIT-
ISH STYLES? We can give yo11 
the CUT, FIT and FINIS I-I. Why 
not have a trial order? 
~ y lw t RD 'S·, 292 WRJ[R Sl. 
W. ~A PBELL 
VICTUt1LLER 
Mr. Campbell has al,vays on 
hand a choice selection of Meat 
to suit the taste of the more fas-
tidious. His store is on "rater 
Street West, near the General 
Post Office. 
GIVE HIM A CALL. 


